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1968-1967 


Construction of building begins (June) under General 
Contractor Konvey Construction Company Limited, and 
architectural firm Allward & Gouinlock. 


1967-1968 


Westview’s’ first principal, W. R. McCutcheon, is a U of 
T graduate of the School of Physical and Health 
Education and was awarded a gold medal in his final 
year. Leaving the Ontario College of Education in 1952, 
he took up a teaching position at Bathurst Heights S.S. 
from 1952-57. After five years as head of boys' physical 
education at Northview Heights S.S. he became, in 
1962, Vice-Principal at Earl Haig S.S. As principal he 
opened C. W. Jefferys in 1964 and finally Westview in 
September of 1967. 


Over 260 teenage string players, from 10 junior and 
senior schools in North York’s’ west end, get together 
at Westview for a “Teach-In”. Musical teach-ins were 
started by the schools’ director of music, Michael 
Crosbie who commented “...the purpose is to stir up 
much more interest in music.” Professor Timothy 
McGee, of St. Xavier University in Nova Scotia, and 
James Cole, Ottawa Valley school consultant, led the 
sessions. 


1968-1969 


(September) Principal A. Bell, B.P.H.E., Vice Principal J. 
Brewer B.A., M.ED., Vice Principal C.H. Mackie B.A., 
B.P.H.E. 


Official Opening (November 13). Architect Murray 
Legge presents key to North York Board Chairman 
Bruce Bone. Dedication of the building by Rabbi Harold 
Lerner, The Reverend Father Ermanno Bulfon and The 
Reverend William C. MacLellan. Presentation of the 
auditorium bible to president of the Student Council 
Gordon McKay. Introduction of the speaker, John M. 
Porter, President, Sheridan College of Applied Arts and 
Technology, by Director of Education D.L. Tough. 


Details of a new building expansion were announced 
November 2. Plans for the structure were put on view 
for the student body to see. They include additional 
gymnasia, music and art rooms; also new home 
economics rooms offering courses in clothing, textiles 
and food preparation. Other features will include an 
industrial chemistry lab, 144-seat lecture theater, open 
area complexes for teaching of geography and 
sciences, a large resource center to serve students and 
community, remedial reading room (including a speed 
reading program), and an environmental sciences lab 
where problems of urban blight and associated topics 
will be looked at (the first time offered in any city 
school). Expected to accommodate 1,044 students 
work will begin early in the new year, being completed 
in September of 1970. 


Page 1of8 


Westview Centennial Secondary School Timeline 


by school year 


Last update: 2 November 2016 





1 Annual Commencement, Board of Education for the 
Borough of North York. Address to the graduates by W. 
R. McCutcheon, Assistant Dean, Seneca College. 
Valedictory Alvin Anson. 


First Prom held at Golden Doors in Yorkdale Plaza, with 
Jerry Reidt Orchestra, a five man instrumental band, 
providing the music. Price was $6 per couple. (April 18) 


With a large proportion of student population of Italian 
heritage, Principal A. F. Bell, and Council President 
Gord McKay, proclaimed Thursday, "Italian Day at 
Westview" and Italian Parents Night (February 20). 


“Pollution Probe’s” Ron Hammel speaks to students 
about returnable bottles. “These containers become 
once they are discarded relics of this era—bits of 
pollution that will dot the countryside for hundreds of 
years to come.” Survival week also included the 
planting of the “Survival Tree” on the schools north 
lawn. 


The Drama Club, in co-operation with the Mississauga 
Players, presents Neil Simon's 'The Odd Couple’ for 
two performances January 12 and 13. 


As part of the schools “Get Involved” initiative, 100 
students were bussed yesterday to donate blood at the 
Donor Clinic held at Emery Collegiate. 


Athletic Night (February 27) featured a match between 
wrestling teams of Riverdale S.S. and the Westview 
Wildcats. The main event of the evening was the 
"battle of the age-gap" — the "fossils" (staff) vs. the 
students. The fossils included basketball veterans 
‘Atlas’ Atkinson, ‘Masher’ Mackie, ‘Big Daddy’ Kerr and 
‘That's a’ Mori. 


Michael Crosbie, musical director, releases a copy of 
the itinerary for a trip to attend concerts in Quebec 
City, St. John (N.B.). Halifax and other smaller centres; 
a television taping in Sidney (N.S.) and a music 
Convention in Antigonish (N.S.) starting March 15. 


The Westview juniors team places 2"? at the North 
York gymnastic semi-finals. Five members of the team 
will move on to the North York finals -- Scott Durant, 
Dave Butler. Ron Marsh, Gerry Lindorfer and Scott 
Martinat. 


Cine '69, a matinee series, designed to give students 
the opportunity to view feature film classics that would 
not normally be available to them, include ‘David and 
Lisa’, ‘Citizen Kane’, ‘Zorba, the Greek’, and ‘The 
Magnificent Seven’. 


Principal, W.R. McCutcheon, announces the "Outdoor 
Education Program" -- a pilot program that offers 
every student an opportunity for a trip outside the 
school and will culminate this spring when all grade 12 
and 13 students spend one week at the Circle B Ranch 
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in Orangeville. "The letters of praise | have received, 
commending the courteous, adult and interested 
response from students of this school, lead me to say 
that this is the finest group of young people | have 
seen in eleven years as an educator," he said April 2. 


The Green Balloon, Westview’s' second annual prom 
held last Friday at the Golden Doors at Yorkdale. 


On April 29, in the school's cafeteria, the popular CBC 
Saturday evening radio program, "On Stage", was 
taped. The afternoon show was hosted by Jerilyn 
Homer and Fred Davis, with the musical group 
"Nimmons and Nine - plus Six". The student body and 
staff provided the live audience. 


1969-1970 


Westview wins 1° place (North York) and 23" place 
(out of 324 Ontario schools) in the 21° International 
Annual Mathematics Contest sponsored by the 
International Institute of Actuaries. Team members 
were Peter Kovessy, Peter Williams and Rafik 
Bechbache. 


The Westview Drama Club, under 
teacher/producer/director Jack Zimmerman, present 
“David and Lisa” -- retelling a strange, appealing story 
about two mentally disturbed adolescents, starring 
students Wade Brown, Franca Ceccanese and Becky 
Hammett. 


Construction of the 2.5 million dollar addition to 
Westview by Konvey Construction will add space for 
over 1,000 students and double the size of the school. 
Start of work has been delayed, so the North York 
Board of Education property committee authorized 
$20,700 to provide 19 portables. 


York-Finch Hospital in urgent need for volunteers, 
holds meeting at Westview September 30. 


The newly formed Badminton team who came in 
second at the North York Tournament (May 10). 


Cheerleading Tryouts are held with Debbie Jukes 
(captain), Carla Martini, Sherry MacRae, Carol Baker, 
Debbie Battista, Sandi Valorzi and Suzie Greita forming 
the 1970-71 team. 


Westview held its second annual prom - the Glass 
Slipper. Jean Rutter, as prom queen, was fitted with 
the crystal coverings by Prince Charming (alias Fred 
Buick) with princesses Diane Low and Judy Hogean 
assisting.< 


Yvonne Booth, president if the Girls' Athletic 
Association (GAA), announced today the result of a 
joint decision between the administration and GAA — 
namely that girls can now "wear the pants” in 
Westview's classrooms. The GAA claimed 
“discrimination”, "other schools have it," and "it's just 
plain too cold." Yvonne went on to say that "...If the 
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boys can have brand-new team uniforms, we insist upon equal 


consideration." 


1970-1971 


For the September 7" start of the school year, 
construction of the “addition” to the school has been 
completed including a new 144 seat lecture theatre, 
swimming pool, additional gym, environmental science 
lab, greenhouse and two floor Resource Centre 
(September). Mrs. C. Samuel, head librarian since 
September 1967, sees the problem with opening the 
centre as “...putting it all together for the October 
opening. Somehow 350 pieces of furniture, 15,000 
books, audio-visual equipment, microfilms and records 
must be set up to be both functional and pleasing to 
the eye.” 


CIBC opens branch at Westview run by Grade 11 and 
12 students and G.H. Eddie, manager at the bank’s 
Jane St.-Finch Ave branch. It’s a joint project of the 
bank and Westview’s Commercial department. 


Concert Band Tour of Britain (August 14 to September 
5) 

Westview’s’ Ontario Champion Soccer team plays 
matched in Britain and Italy. 


YMCA starts a 10-week “Children’s Swim & Gym 
Centre”, for boys and girls aged 4 — 14, at Westview, 
for $8 per week (January 21) 


1971-1972 
=" Promoted to “A” division this year (based on their 

perfect 5-0 season for both junior and senior units last 
year), the Westview Centennial Wildcats win their first 
game against the borough heavies. Westview coach 
Dave Garland said, “I certainly couldn’t have predicted 
this before the season started. Now | think the team is 
just started playing the kind of ball it had the ability for 
but perhaps not the knowledge.” 


1972-1973 


1973-1974 
= Westview's Concert band tours Austria. 


1974-1975 


1975-1976 


1976-1977 
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2003-2004 2009-2010 

= - = Westview CSS introduces two "single-gender" life 

- . skills/leadership courses for 300 Grade 9 students. 


The male students initially balked. "When they came in 
and saw no girls, they said, “Are you crazy?” recalled 
social sciences teacher Peter Banhan,39, who 
2004-2005 championed the pilot program. Westview's incoming 

- . principal Patrick Knight said the results bolster that 
feedback: the students' marks rose, attendance 
improved and suspensions fell. 


= Westview is the first-ever recipient of a new education 
2005-2006 initiative, the MusiCounts Baldwin Piano Prize, valued 
at $40,000 -- bestowed annually to a deserving 
Canadian school in support of music education. 
MusiCounts received more than 80 applications from 
schools that had previously received a MusiCounts 
Band Aid grant, yet were in need of a new piano for 
2006-2007 their music programs. Westview Centennial Secondary 
School was selected for the MusiCounts Baldwin 
Piano Prize due to the dire state of its deteriorating 
pianos, many of which were non-functioning, with no 


oe. is pedals, missing piano keys, and wear and tear beyond 
2007-2008 salvage. (September 16) 

a 2010-2011 
2008-2009 Tg 
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2011-2012 = 
-. 2017-2018 
2012-2013 x, 2 
2013-2014 


= Westview, in partnership with the African Heritage 
Educators Network (AHEN), hosts and the 4th Parents 
and School — Making Connections Conference. The 
theme is “Break the Cycle, Rebuild the Village”. 
(March 22) 


2014-2015 


2016-2017 
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